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Residents, businesses and communities in Southern Arizona have paid a heavy price for the burden of 

drug smuggling and illegal immigration.  This crisis can be solved by working across party lines to 

produce concrete results for the American people.  Border security is homeland security.  A safe border 

helps make our whole nation more secure.  The fight for border security is Congresswoman Giffords’ 

top priority in Congress. 

 

Congresswoman Giffords’ local actions to improve Border Security 
 

Checkpoint Improvements 
 Interior checkpoints play an important role in border security and must be a part of the overall strategy to 

get operational control of the border.  Congresswoman Giffords worked closely with the Secretary of the 

Department of Homeland Security to overcome delays and expedite a significant upgrade of the 

Checkpoint on the I-19.  The improvements include a canopy over the Interstate, increased lighting, a 

third traffic lane, a secondary inspection area, consolidated staffing at one checkpoint location and new 

technology to detect drugs and people hidden in vehicles.  When the new facility is in place, it will 

provide safer working conditions for Border Patrol Agents and will increase the overall effectiveness of 

the checkpoint. The new checkpoint is expected to be constructed by April, 2010. 

 

Community Support for the Border Patrol 
 Congresswoman Giffords collaborated with Chief of the Tucson Sector to establish three community 

liaison groups to improve communication and increase support for the Border Patrol Mission.  These 

groups meet monthly and have established a foundation for increased cooperation between the Border 

Patrol and residents, ranchers and business people 

 

Border Violence Summit  
 Congresswoman Giffords organized and convened a meeting of over 60 federal, state and local law 

officers to discuss drug violence in northern Mexico and its spillover into the United States.  This was the 

first time that all local law enforcement officials and federal agency representatives had met to identify 

issues and recommend solutions. 

 

Drug Interdiction Summit  
 Congresswoman Giffords organized and convened a briefing for over 50 local law enforcement and 

Border Patrol representatives with Admiral Thad Allen, Commandant of the Coast Guard and Chairman 

of the Federal Interdiction Committee.  This meeting provided an update on local and federal drug 

interdiction strategies and continued the communication and collaboration that had begun at the Border 

Violence Summit. 
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Congresswoman Giffords’ Sponsored Legislation in the 111
th

 Congress 

 
State Criminal Alien Assistance Program (SCAAP) Funding  

 This federal funding reimburses local law enforcement agencies for the cost of incarcerating illegal 

immigrants.  It provides vital support to Border States such as Arizona, where we pay a 

disproportionately higher amount for the incarceration of illegal immigrants.   

 

 In FY 2009 and 2010, the President’s budget proposal eliminated SCAAP funding.  Congresswoman 

Giffords sent letters and testified to the House Budget Committee to successfully reinstate the funding.  

She also worked with the Appropriations Committee to increase the funding for FY 2009 to $420 million 

and for FY 2010 to $330 million.  The FY 2011 proposed budget now contains funding for SCAAP, 

however, Congresswoman Giffords has written to the President and Congressional Leadership asking for 

an increase in the SCAAP budget. 

 

Employee Verification Amendment Act – H.R. 662 
 Congresswoman Giffords introduced the Employee Verification Amendment Act to reauthorize the 

Department of Homeland Security’s (DHS) Basic Pilot electronic employment eligibility verification 

program, also known as “E-Verify.”   Without Congressional action, E-Verify would have expired on 

September 30, 2009.  This legislation provides for a 5-year extension of this voluntary program for the 

electronic employment verification of employees.  It also includes provisions that ensure DHS provides 

timely reimbursements to the Social Security Administration (SSA) for E-Verify’s use of SSA resources.   

 This legislation is supported by the National Federation of Independent Businesses, the Arizona Chamber 

of Commerce, the United Dairymen of Arizona, and the HR Initiative for a Legal Workforce and 

Immigration Works.  It passed the 110
th
 Congress on July 31, 2008 by a vote of 407-2. 

 Status: The FY 2010 DHS Appropriations bill extended E-Verify for three years. 
 

New Employee Verification Act (NEVA) – H.R. 2028 
 Congresswoman Giffords is the lead Democratic cosponsor of NEVA, which would replace E-Verify 

with a more reliable and effective employee verification system.  NEVA would establish a national and 

mandatory electronic system to verify the work authorization of new hires. The system would rely on the 

use of fewer, more secure identity documents and employee information would be transmitted through 

each state's new hire reporting system.  It would increase the penalties for any employer who hired people 

illegally. 

 The following organizations have endorsed NEVA: National Association of Homebuilders; National 

Association of Manufacturers, Society for Human Resource Management; National Federation of 

Independent Businesses; American Council on International Personnel; College and University 

Professional Association for Human Resources; and the National Franchise Association. 

 Status:  H.R. 2028 is pending in the House Committees on the Judiciary, Ways and Means; and Education 

and Labor 

 

Stored Value Device Registration and Reporting Act  
 Congresswoman Giffords introduced legislation that will include a definition for stored value devices 

under Title 31 which is the money and finance title of the United States Code.  This will require 

individuals to declare if they are carrying $10,000 or more on a stored value device to Customs Officers 

at the border, and create stiff penalties for knowingly smuggling stored value devices into the United 

States. 
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 Require operators of stored value systems to register with the Treasury.  Part of this registration requires 

them to list the businesses that issue stored value devices.  This step is imperative to tracking the origin of 

stored value cards if patterns of illegal activity emerge. 

 Require a study by the secretary of Treasury, in consultation with the attorney general, secretary of 

Homeland Security and director of National Intelligence, on stored value devices. This would help in 

understanding the extent to which stored value devices are being used in drug trafficking, human 

trafficking and to fund terror organizations. 

 

Congresswoman Giffords’ Cosponsored Legislation in the 111
th

 Congress 
 

Mobile Biometric Identification Program in the Maritime – H.R. 1148 
 This legislation would require the Secretary of Homeland Security to conduct a program in the maritime 

environment for the mobile biometric identification of suspected individuals, including terrorists, to 

enhance border security.  

 Status:  Passed the House on March 24, 2009. 

 

Border Violence Prevention Act – H.R. 1867 
 This legislation would help prevent Mexican drug cartel violence from spilling over into the U.S. by 

providing more boots on the ground, new equipment and 21st-century technology for Customs and 

Border Protection and Immigrations and Customs Enforcement. 

 Status:  Pending in the House Committee on Homeland Security. 

 

Western Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission Act – H.R. 2134 
 This legislation would establish the Western Hemisphere Drug Policy Commission to: review and 

evaluate U.S. illicit drug supply policy and demand reduction policies and programs; and identify policy 

and program options to improve existing international and domestic counternarcotics policy. 

 Status: Pending in the House Committees on Foreign Affairs; Judiciary; and Energy and Commerce. 

 

 

Congresswoman Giffords’ Requested increased funding for Border 

Security in the FY 2011 budget 

 

 On March 22, Congresswoman Giffords requested $15.5 million in additional funding for the Department 

of Homeland Security to restore 181 Border Patrol Agent positions.  These agents are needed to ensure 

that we have the resources on the border to deal with the increase in drug smuggling and related violence. 

 On March 22, Congresswoman Giffords submitted an appropriation request of $3 million to replace 

border fencing in Nogales, Arizona.  The existing fencing is old and has been continuously breeched by 

smugglers.  Its poor condition has exposed Border Patrol agents to rocking attacks from Nogales, Sonora.  

The new fencing structure will stand up to attempts to cut through it and will give the Border Patrol 

Agents the ability to see anyone who is approaching the fence from Mexico. 

 The Congresswoman has written to the President and Congressional leaders to request a $620 million 

increase in the SCAAP Budget for FY 2011, raising the proposed appropriation from $330 million to 

$950 million. 
 


